Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in this application. 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for projecting an 
accumulated investment amount for a portlblio having a plurality of funds over a preselected 
time period comprising the steps of: 

determining the total numbers of years in tlie preselected time period; 

inputting initial and periodic contributions and fund allocations for the plurality of 

funds; 

generating a projection random number starting point for an initial year in the 
preselected time period; 

completin g, and storing in a computer-readable medium, a projection method 
parameters file in which various identifying a plurality of parameters me identified; including a 
standard deviation of return for the plurality of funds, an average yield for the plurality of funds, 
and a probability that the average yield for the plurality of funds will exceed a projected yield in 
any year; 

generating a random number starting point for a subsequent year in the 
preselected time period based upon the random number starting point for the initial year; 

automatically calculating, by a computer, the time needed to process a projection 
of the accumulated investment amount for the portfolio having the plurality of funds; and 

automatically performing, by said computer, the projection of the accumulated 
investment amount for the portfolio having the plurality of funds based on the total numbers of 
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years in the preselected time period: the initial and periodic contributions and fund allocations 
for the plurality of funds: the random number starting points: and the plurality of parameters 
identified in the projection method parameters file , 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the plurality of funds comprises select 

funds. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the plurality of funds comprises 
variable annuities. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Original) The metliod of claim 9 ftirther comprising the step of: 

if the user interrupts the step of automatically perfoiming a projection of the 
accumulation amount for the plurality of fiinds, automatically presenting completed projections. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 9 further comprising the step of: automatically 
prompting tlie user prior to performing the step of automatically calculating a projection 
completion time. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the step of automatically performing a 
projection of the accumulation amount for the plurality of funds further comprises the steps of: 
inputting the average yield for each of the plurality of funds; 

automatically deducting a ser\'ice charge; and 

automatically calculating the average projected yield for each of the plurality of 

funds. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the step of automatically performing a 
projection of the accumulation amount for the plurality of funds further comprises the steps of: 
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inputting data for the projection; 
and automatically performing a distribution model. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein tlie step of automatically performing a 
projection of the accumulation amount for the plurality of funds ftirther comprises the steps of: 

inputting data for the projection; 

setting a yield equal to the index performance for a predetemiined number of 
simulations; and 

automatically performing a distribution model for the number of simulations 
greater than the predetermined number. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the step of automatically performing a 
projection of the accumulation amount for the plurality of funds further comprising the steps of: 

inputting an average annual change in index performance for each index fund and 
a standard deviation for the average annual change in index performance; 

automatically perfonning a normal distribution random projection of annual index 

appreciation; 

automatically deducting a predetemiined percentage of annual yield from the 
projection of annual index appreciation; 

automatically perfonning a distribution model to generate multiple accumulation 

amounts. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the step of automatically performing a 
projection of the accumulation amount for the plurality of funds further comprises the steps of 

(a) inputting a number of scenarios and number of simulations; 

(b) automatically generating a random number for a first simulation; 

(c) inputting projection method factors; 
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(d) automatically generating a first simulation result for a random distribution 

model; 

(e) automatically generating a new random number from the first random 

number; 

(f) automatically generating a new simulation result for the random 
distribution model; 

(g) automatically repeating steps e and f a number of times equal to the 
number of simulations inputted less two simulations; 

(h) automatically inputting the output of step g as the average yield for each 
of a plurality of funds; 

(i) automatically deducting a service charge; and 

(j) automatically calculating the average projected yield for each of the 
plurality of funds; 

(k) automatically generating a first simulation result for the random 
distribution model for a new simulation; and 

(1) automatically repeating steps e through j a number of times equal to the 
number of scenarios inputted less one scenario to produce outcomes for each of the plurality of 
scenarios. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the step of automatically performing a 
distribution model further comprises the steps of: 

(a) inputting a number of scenarios and number of simulations; 

(b) automatically generating a random number for a first simulation; 

(c) inputting projection method factors; 
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(d) automatically generating a first simulation result for a random distribution 

model; 

(c) automatically generating a new random number from the first random 

number; 

(f) automatically generating a new simulation result for the random 
distribution model; 

(g) automatically repeating steps e and f a number of times equal to the 
number of simulations inputted less two simulations; 

(h) automatically inputting the output of step g as the average yield for each 
of a plurality of funds; 

(i) automatically deducting a service charge: and 

(j) automatically calculating the average projected yield for each of the 
plurality of funds; 

(k) automatically generating a first simulation result for the random 
distribution model for a new simulation; and 

(1) automatically repeating steps e through j a number of times equal to the 
number of scenarios inputted less one scenario to produce outcomes for each of the plurality of 
scenarios. 

21. (Canceled). 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the random distribution simulation 
includes a Monte Carlo simulation. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the plurality of funds includes at least 
one index fund. 
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Claims 24-44. (Canceled) 

45. (Original) The method of claim 1 6 further comprising the steps of: 
automatically determining the accumulated investment amount for the preselected 

time period; 

automatically discounting the accumulated investment amount by a predetermined 
reserve interest rate; 

automatically discounting the accumulated investment amount using a reserve 
investment rate; 

automatically tabulating the discounted accumulated investment amount less an 
account value for each of the plurality of funds; 

automatically determining a present value of a future guarantee charge for the 
accumulated investment amount; and 

automatically subtracting the present value of the future guarantee charge for the 
accumulated investment amount from the accumulated investment amount. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 17 ftirther comprising the steps of: 

inputting a predetermined index performance limit and a mix of selected funds; 
automatically determining the accumulated investment amount for the preselected time period; 

automatically discounting the accumulated investment amount by a predetermined 
reserve interest rate; 

automatically discounting the accumulated investment amount using a reserve 
investment rate; 

automatically tabulating the discounted accumulated investment amount less an 
account value for each of the plurality of funds; 

I384721VI 



automatically determining a present value of a future guarantee charge for the 
accumulated investment amount; and 

automatically subtracting the present value of the future guarantee charge for the 
accumulated investment amount from the accumulated investment amount. 
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